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Local Anesthetic Procedures
Dasiou-Plakida D., Kamateri E.
Summary

Local anesthetic procedures are an integral part of daily dermatological prac-
tice. Safe and effective analgesia in skin and soft tissues is crucial for otherwise painful diagnostic or ther-
apeutic interventions. When used properly, local anesthetic techniques are safe and have few major side
effects. Tumescent local anesthesia allows for pain-free interventions that previously had to be done by
using general anesthesia, thus reducing surgical risks. For dermatologists, the knowledge of techniques,
mode of action and toxicity of local anesthetics, as well as the emergency management of their potential
complications, is essential.
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Fluconazole. A Therapeutic Choice as Monotherapy for Skin Infection
with Cryptococcus Neoformans in HIV(-) Patients

Delli F.S., Smaragdi M., lordanidis F., Kamasi E., Solas M.,
Markopoulou A., Mandekou-Lefaki I.
Summary

Cryptococcosis have become an emerging pathogen even for immunocompe-
tent individuals over the last decade. Despite initial infection in early childhood v@ittyptococcus neofor-
mans (C.n.) and frequent exposure to C.n. within the environment, immunocompetent individuals are
generally able to maintain the yeast in a latent state. We report a case of skin cryptococcosis in a patient
with Churg-Strauss vasculitis and multiple painful left leg ulcers proved to be cutaneous cryptococcosis.
Fluconazole was successfully administrated.
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Syphilis: Questions and Answers
Paparizos V., Nicolaidou E.
Summary

The decade-long successful but empirical treatment of syphilis has contributed
to the current haziness concerning the matters of the disease course, complications, and stage-appropri-
ate treatment. Furthermore, the inability to cultivate the spirochaete and the reduced interest in the dis-
ease, considering the spectacular decrease in its annual incidence until the early years of the 21st centu-
ry, have also contributed to maintaining said haziness. Until today there is no fast, easy, and reliable lab
test that is absolutely determinative of the diagnosis of syphilis. There is no lab test that determines the
stage of syphilis. There are no large randomized studies that determine the correct dosage and duration
of the treatment, either with penicillin, or with some alternative antimicrobial medication, and there is no
clear and absolute definition of the success or the failure of the treatment. Given the lack of strongly
substantiated answers, the guidelines try to offer ways of facing the dilemmas. In any case, the sound
knowledge of the subject, as well as the guidelines, is a necessary asset for the dermatologist-venereolo-
gist.
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Skin Lesions Associated with Pancreatic Disease
Platsidaki E., Potouridou E.
Summary

Pancreatic disease can be associated with non-specific skin lesions. Two main
types of cutaneous lesions may be seen in patients with acute pancreatitis: panniculitis and cutaneous
hemorrhage (Cullenes, Turneres and Foxes signs). Panniculitis, migratory thrombophlebitis and cutaneous
nodules have been described in patients with pancreatic carcinoma.The glucagonoma syndrome is the
pancreatic endocrine disorder most commonly related with cutaneous manifestations. The cutaneous
eruption of glucagonoma syndrome is known as necrolytic migratory erythema. The astute dermatologist
should therefore recognize the above skin signs and diagnose a possible underlying pancreatic disorder.
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Deep Fungal Infections
Dionisopoulou F., Kouris A., Antoniou Ch., Xatziioannou A.
Summary

Deep fungal infections, which are much less common than superficial fungal infec-
tions, are characterized by a heterogeneous group of infections that often result from direct penetration of the
fungus into the dermis and subcutaneous tissue through traumatic injury. The disease usually remains localized and
then slowly spreads to adjacent tissue and eventually to the lymphatics. More rarely, hematogenous dissemination
is observed. Various clinical features and a range of differential diagnoses have been reported. The common subcu-
taneous mycoses are sporotrichosis, chromoblastomycosis, coccidioidomycosis phaeohyphomycosis,histoplasmosis,
mycetoma, fusariosis and aspergillosis. Many subcutaneous mycoses are confined to the tropical and subtropical re-
gions, but some, such as sporotrichosis, are also prevalent in temperate regions. Subcutaneous mycoses can occur
in healthy individuals. Also, in immunocompromised individuals these infections can disseminate widely. Treatment
of some serious subcutaneous mycoses remains unresolved, and there have been reports of relapses, progression
during therapy and problems with lack of tolerability of antifungal agents. In the present article the epidemiology,
clinical features of fungal infections together with antifungal agents are reviewed.
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